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CHAPIER I
INTRODUC TION

This study was underteken to snswer these and other questicns:

1., What do parents perceive to be the valnes and outcomes of
a several day resident outdoor education program?s

2, What are their attitudes regarding who ghould bear the expenses
relating to the resident pracram'?ﬂ ,

3, Should the program be eontinued es a part of the eduvcational
effort?; and '

Li, What suggestions do parents have to make for improving the
program? ' AP '

Answers to these questlans Were ccnsiderea r‘nportant tc dec:.s:l.cn
makers responsible for planning and admimstering schoo‘l d:.strhts’
edmational efforts. H‘ the pa.rent.s of ‘I:.he puplls Who have partlcipated
ina resj.dent pragram parceive the experience ta be cf 1:11:-1:.153 valuea ‘

o serious quast;.ms must. be raised ragarding t.he cc»nt;nuaticﬂ anﬂ. support

, ;,of t.he program. on ‘l:-he ot.har hand, i P arents :.ndlcate they beiiave t.he
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The pupils of the parents surveyed in this study had participated
in one of two resident outdoor education programs in northern Illinois:
the Rockford Outdoor School, located in Atwocd Park, New Milford,
T1linois, and Lorado Taft Field Campus of Northern Illinois University,
Oregon, Illinois. The Rockford Outdoor School provided a week of resi:
dent outdoor education for some of the children enrolled in the elementary
schools in Rockford and other schools in northern Iiliﬂais and has a prqies:
sional teaching staff, The Iorado Taft Field Campus served as a laboratory
for an oubdoor student teaching experience for undergraduate elementary
education students of Northern Illinois Universitye VThuE, the teaching

of pupils was the responsibility of senior level college students,
OTHER STUDIES

A survey of the partlnent 1iterature reveals that persons reg=

,' .pon51hle for adnnnistering residant Qutdncr édunation programs have long o

—lrecognized tha lmportance af the parent perceptidns and attimudes of their j .

* ;‘programs.' Hany af them haverused questlannaires, opini@nnaires and in—'~
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parental responses have indicated that programs were in trouble and not
accomplishing their stated aims, In 1957, Bell reviewed parental res-:
ponses to items on a quesitlonnaire adminis tered by several California
échacl districtsgg They found that 95 to 97 percent of the paronts wanted
their children to attend "school camp" again because theyr felt it was a
worthuwhile educational experience. Bell also reviewed a study made by
the Los Angeles schools in which parents were asked to indicate what the
children leamed at camp. Parents perceived knowledge, skills and ap;
preciation of the outdoors to be the most important outcome; and a better
undrers%:.andi,ng of group living to be the next most impartant."

In 1971, Ziemer Vrandofrﬂ_'y satripled the pa:’:'ents of 'the Vchilﬂf‘én who
partlc:.pated in the resident outdoor educat:.an pmgram of Grystal Lake,
Illinois, using a questiannaire. He rsparted that more than eighty per-;
cent of the paremts endcrsed a res:u:le" t. exparience for every eh;_id :Ln 'Ehe
d;strlct especially if it. wauld be similar 'bo the one. providad their own

. ,ch:.ldren. _ Mcre t.han :,a pere.ent. cf t.ha parent.s who respaﬁdecl t.o the

) jquestia:maire indicated t.hat- t!*s program providedr children wrt.h (a)




L

Swan, in 1969, and again in 1970, comsidered parental reaction to
be an evaluative component in his study of the Wﬁrthingtan, Westerville,
Granville, Ohio, Outdoor Education Program (Tri-District Outdoor Education),.
Using a questionnaire, he acquired responses from approximately two tundred
parents each of the two years. Both gsets of replies indicated parental
support of the program. In 1969 and in 1970 respectively, eighty;éix and
ninety percent of his respondents gave the program an excellent or a very
good rating. ln each instance, parents strongly endorsed such experiences
for all children in their schools. In each of tbéiﬂwc years, only one dr
two persons gave the program a “paar“ rating or réfused'tc endorse such
experiences for all ch;;dren.h

Zlemer and Swan each complled 1ang 1ists of "cemments“ 1nd;sating
what thed r respondents ccn51dered 1o be 1mpartant about thelr prcgrams or
thought should be chaﬁged. Thay repcrted that cnly a faw negatrve comments )

 were. recaived‘ The parents prcv;dlpg the negatlve comments did.not ﬁppear

"_'ta QLestian the value af the prcgrams as- much as they qusstlcred whether

'jthese klnds of programs Were apprgpr;ate reqppn51b111tles cf the schocl.S';; o
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PROGRAMS INCLUDED IN THIS STUDY

The administrative and philesophical purpéses of the two programs
involved in this comparative studf'Were slgnlficantiy differentg as were

the modes of operation. Gharacterls;tles of the two prngrams are as

follous: : ‘ - : o R -
rokfcrd Outdoor School : ~ Lorado Taft Field Camgus
l. Prlmsry emphasls on "what 7” ' 1. Primary emphas;s on "What
elementary pupil can learn pre-service elementary
about environmental and ~ “teacher can-learn aboLt
outdoor education” o , o teaching puplls 1n ‘an out=-

door environment - with mo . .
speclal academic emphasis",_ .

2, Instruction provided by full-
" +ime professional teachers

qualified to teach indocrs
and outdoors

3. Teachers have egnsiderablé"
' knowledge about outdoor
phenomena RS

rmTeachers ara skllled in'

ERIC

{AFullToxt Provided by ERI




Rockford Outdoor School

9

10,

*?itc;assrccm tsacher can cap3taﬁ_,"7

Role of classroom teacher
while at Rockford Outdoor
School: may serve as an
instructor to part of clase
during any given instructional
periods sleeps in the dormi=-

_tory with pupils; eats at

table with pupils and glves"
instructicn regarding dinlng

raam prcﬁedures

Classroom teacher is usually
knawladgeable about learning

~experiences ‘the children are
~ having because of direct ‘
'responSIblllty in the ;nstruc-
rtignal program :

Lorado Taft FjEl, Campus

94

Role of classroom teacher

during week at Taft Campus:

‘serves as a resource person
~to the seniors in matters
-rplatlng to curriculum and

pupil behavicr, ‘men often

‘sleep in: the. dnrmitory’W1th,
“boyss - eat at table with "

- pupils but usually give no.

“instruction regardlng*dlnlng—~
';rocm prceadures -

GJassraom teac’§} of
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, STUDY DESIGN

The initiators of the study, members of the Lorado Taft Field Campus
Faculty, wanted to know (1) whaf. parents perceive to be the ‘impartaﬁt;:
outcomes .of the resident cutdoor education programs (2) if the parents of
7 béysr h}avfe’ the sgrﬁe pez-cepticﬂ of t.he pragram as do the parents of glr'ls*
(3) in what ways, if any, tﬁe parents of ch:n.ldren pérticlpating in the
Taft program, which emphasi ized te ach educat;an, ‘perceive thapmgram;”’ ,
dlfferently fmm +the way parents of ch:x.ldren p ti;*‘,laa-hin'gi in a"pnbiie'
| schacl cperated pragram perce;ve t.hat prcgram; o ( AR |

Gcnsul'batlon wrl:h the Pmclpal of 'bhe Department Qf C)ut.clegr Educatlcn 7' o

(also D;rectcr cf t.he Reclcford Dutdaor- Sch@ol) and the Assmtant ta the |
' Superlntend%nt-, lementary, ‘of Dlst.r:.ct ?05, Rocki‘ord, Illmois ,1 revealeci |

o they Wsre a:l_sc in‘bérested in. cs‘bt.aln;ﬂg mfamatian c:f ‘thlS nature, , Tha

,:,ArPrmcipal agreéd 'ba ass:.st in the study':“y'sendmg c:ut l:plIliDImalI‘ES




PARENTS’ OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Person completing this form: ( ) Father (. ) Mother ( ) Guardian

City in which living: _ . - _ ,,

Sex of child: ( ) Boy ( ) Girl Grade Level: ( )4th ( )5th ( )6th
Month in which child was at the Outdoor School: . I

No Basis

- . for
Yes  Judgment  No

1. The activities durlng the week at the.outdoor school appealed to my child B

largely because the emphasis was.on- outdoor activity rather than classroom

or lndunractl\nty ‘ - . - : o , R o

2. 'Ihe expenence he!pad o rﬁprove my ch|ld ‘s self canﬁdence. T R - PR

-3, My chllcl now appears to be better acquamted with- hlS classroum teachér.

than he was befare the ex]ﬁerlence B D S P PR A I
1,4 My child’s relatmnshlps with- hlS classmates appear to_ have been affegted ina T S B E o R
pcsntwe manner as a result Df the week . : AR . LT AR P e e

'.E I beheve that I: have an adequate A‘understandmg ‘_:Q’F the reascm the schcml
prc@vuded my chlld wnth thls expe e : :




NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
The Lorado Taft Field Campus OREGON, ILLINOIS 61061

Department of Area Code 815
OUTDOOR TEACHER EDUCATION Telephone 732-2111
o 7322112

| To. Parents and Guardians of Children th: Have
Participated in the R551dent Outdoor
Education Program

Dear Parents :

‘We want to learn what chlldren ga:.n from t-heir four or

 five day outdoor education experience in which they reside
away from home and ‘at the outdoor school.  Knowing this will .

- help us to provide more viluable. é:qserlences for tha childr‘erx
wha mlght. be. invclved in: t.ha futlme. '

" Parents can prov;de us with some af this infonnatim if they
will let us know what. they. perceive to be the values of this -
pragram and what t.hey belleve to.-be: 1ts strengths ami weaknesses. _

You can halp us by ccmrpleting the attachad questiarmaire as it
relates to your: .child's. recent expaﬂance a_tj the - outdacr schaal
' and raturning 1t. j;n the envelope thatfis pr vided._: :

ked t.a congp;gte his question~~ .
' 1a'__d: "cs _;hat.A 5.11 raplies &




o

signed by the appropriate school folcl@l and a prepaid addressed return
envelope accompanied tha Qpiniennaire._ Parent slgnatures were not re;
quested and no follow=-up wasvattémpted.

IBM computer cards were punched for each of the. returned opinionnaires
and were pr@cessed,at the Northern. Ililﬂéls University Gamputer Center. A
standa:d gtatistical program was useds: =

1l. 'Tc obtaln number ‘and percentagé information aboLt the TESPGHSES

for each apinignnalre 1tem, segyegated by’prcgram and by

Df fhe Ghlld‘

TO learn. (using Chi squara) 1f th%ré was a algnificant dlfference

in the Way'in which varicus grcup% of parents respanded ta the

'opinlcnnaire items,




CHAPTER II
RESULTS OF THE STUDY

The parents of 566 of the children who had participated in either the
Rockford or Taft Campus resident pmgrams completed and ratumed the

‘Parents! Qﬁﬁgmﬂim : Resident Dgﬁdc:p:t Education, Table X shows a

nmnber and percentage 'babulaticn of their responses. Since respcﬁnde,nts
frequantly marked t.he "No Basis i‘ar Jﬁdgement“ cclumn of the opmiannaire,
the sum cf the "Yes" and fiNo" rsslacnses i‘ar each pa.rt:leular item usually
tatals 1ess thsn 556. In each case the percentaga figure is based on the

: 'tntal number of respondent.s ’whe repl:i.ed aither affinnativelv czr' ne.gatlvely‘

to the iteme
’tbf”Prég:am
18, 19, and

'fehecked the 
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NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE
PARENTS" OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION

ROCKFORD AND TAFT CAMPUS, SFRING, 1971

TABULATION OF PARENT RESPONSES,

V,Jexperlenca.,l;;

'acqualnted Wlth his: classroom

teacher: than he was before the

ITEM Replying: YES Replying: NO
Number Percent¥* Num&er Percent?
1. The activities during the week at the 514 97.3 14 2.7
outdoor. school appealed to my child o -
“largely because the emphasis was on
cutdoor activity rather than classraom
~or indoor act1v1ty ‘ _
2. The expevlence he;ped to lmprcve my 343 84.9 61 15.1
,chlLd's self ccnfldence S :
3, My Chlld now appears to be better 204 '55;8 2161' 442
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waddd dd b sdatd e L A

Number

Percent ¥ _

Number

_Percentf

.M

This was my child's first time away

from home and parents (for more than

one day and night.)

My child now appears tc¢ be more con-
cerned “about the feelings and rights
cf Dther pesple“ than before.

My chi;d‘s kncwledge of “good con-

‘servation pract;ces“ appears to have

been: 1ncraased as a resul* cf the

week.

1My chlld s knowledge af glacial

{,fgeelcgy, fossils, and geologic
'H;t;me seems. to have heen ;ncreased.

‘ ]The experlences dur;ng the Wéék seem
Tftc ‘have helped my child. to 1mprﬂve
-hisuse: ofvthe llbrary and'research

ERI

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ﬁmaterlals;

=
w
sl

w
o
s

276

36.3

45.8

52,7

3u7

87.

T

171

54,2

19.6

y7,3
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e s e = ot i e e v kBRI @ I = Contanued ..
Please respond to the following items using the ing scale provided. This
scale affords you the opportunity to indicate thé deg ee to which you react to

each item.

, ) o Number:372: 96: _57: _6°_1lut
1. Tolwhat extent was your VERY WELL- o . NOT AT ALL
child prepared by his Percent¥gg: _18¢ _lﬁ' _1:..3
teacher for his week of

resident outdoor education? -
2. Based on your child's comments px- Number: 339:135; 58: 9 :10 :
' how would you rate the dis- cellent — T T peor
cipline at the outdoor school? Percent®61 : 24: 11: 2 :2
3. To what extent would you
endorse or recommend a resi- ~ " Number: Hj;;~53;go'=2 L o ,
dent experience like this at Definitely: . o Not at all
an outdoor school for all child- Percent ;;lﬁ: 4 ===z 1t R
ren at some time whlle in sch@ol?' ' ‘
4. To what extent did your child = NumBer:QSS:ugﬂ;l32:LQ”;137; L
' look forward to going to the. Very . - 7 Didn't-want
outdoor schcol? o : : Excltedly L AR S ‘to go
o ' Percent 83 : 835 ¢ 2.:2 o
By ;What ratlng weuld ycu glve::‘ S S IR S T 7
' - to the total resident out— T e Numher.7407:109;_ai;.3;: S. ot

J_daor prcgram? B e  Excellent

In ycuf cplnlén, should the
program be: contlnued -
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3. Approximately ninety;four percent of the parents indicated theirr
child talked "freely" at home about his experience of the week of resident
outdoor education.

e About six out of every ten children had been aﬁay from home and
parents for more thaﬁ a day and night priar to the week c£ resident:cﬁtdf &
education, | |

5e Nearly eigbty percent of the par ents respgndlng 1ndicated thelr
child did nat perceive, the week to be "mereiy fune™ Thus, most children
according to. their parents, perceived thémselves dt schecl in a dlfferent;,
environmant. _ ‘ B ‘ L |

In respcnse tc ltems 1n Part II gf the Dplnionnalre, e;ghtv;seveni

percent of the pnretns ;ndicated the;r chlld was adequately prepared fnr

ﬂihis week of”resident outdccr éducatlan and nlnetyhone percant Qf them

»  ind1cated-their ch;]iwas "qulta excited"fabgut goinguto ‘the autdoorfschacl. "i

ERIC:

{AFulText Provided by exic [
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supplies and lodging. About sixty-six percent of the parents thought

that lodging should be paid by parents, and the school should assume re-
sponsibility for the supplies, There was nearly an even split in opinion

as to who should pay for transportation to the resident center.

Rockford P@;@nﬁsi Perceptions

One half (gBh) of the 556 persons who respcnded were parents of
ghiidren a%tending Rockford's Outdcqr School- A tabulaticn of the;r re~ . - E
_plies lB shown in Table 11, | |

All but a faw of thesc respcndents 1nd1cated that (l) the week

appealed tc thelr ch;ldren because of the cutdoor e:' 
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TABLE II

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE TABULATION OF PARENT. RESPONSES
PARENTS 'OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATIQN ' o EEEN
ROCKFORD, SPRING 1971 :

ITEM o ‘Replying: YES - Reply;ng NQ} }
— _ R Number — Percent Nuiiber Percent i
1. The act1v1t1és during the week at the 252 - 96.9 T :8," f"fé;1  ””

outdoor school appealed to my child =
largely because the empihasis was on IR S
~outdoor activity rather than clas B
‘rccm or. 1ndccr ach;v1ty.

2. The experlence helpgd to 1mprove myr _lBSL
‘ ;Chlld s celf confidenc ‘ e

3. My, child now apyears to be better aci‘_ulzl,
quainted with his ‘classroom teacher = ¢
rthan he was. befcre the. experlence.
L. My chlld‘ :relatlcnsh;ps w1th hls '*“,,;51 ’
.. classmates appear ‘to have. been - e
- affected in a 9551tlve'manner as a-
result Df thé week__

iéI bellev; that I have dﬂ adequate
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Table II continued

ITEM - Replying:Yes " Replying: No
- Number Percent Number Percent

12. My child now appears to be more 75 43.4 ) as 56.6 ’
" concerned about'"the feelings and _ ' ' R o ‘
rights of other people' than : ' L

18. My ch;ld's knowledge af "gocd con- . 184 . . 83.5 .83 .. 16.5
: “servation practices -appears to -have ' o R g R
- bean 1ncreased as-a’ Pesult of the : : ' T ' SR E

 14;t My ch;ld‘s knawledge of glac;al r"i201 ”%; : QD;lf:7il'7-if“22fTﬂf' ©19.9°
o geology, fossils,and gegloglc tlme_ S e T e T e e B
5eems to have éncreased,” '

1s. The ‘experiences- dur;ng the WEék .80 o 88 ) SR
g ‘sEem +o have: helped my chlld tc R E N ,‘ F R R ! ; : T —

'%;mprove ‘his . use of the llbrary ana}v""' T D e e
earch materlals. . :

My child now appears to Eerﬁéfé¢gfz”flé§:f{;2“;?91@“?ﬁ1;”~  g

N prcblems ofhalr and




Table II - Continued

Based on your child's comments,
how would you rate the discipline
at the Qutdc r school?

To what extent would you endorse
or recommend a vesident experi-
ence like this at an outdoor
school for all children at some
time while in school?

To what extent did your child
loock forward to going to the-

Voutdocr sghocl?

- What rating would you give to -
the total resident outdoor pro-

gram?

Iﬁ your opinion, should the

,prggram be cant1nued°

 Check the appropriate ‘spaces to .
.;lndlcate who. you believe. should

“~bear the expenses related to’the
'Tr951dentcutdocr educaton program.i

Fc@d
»3Lcdg1ng

',Nﬁmbér

Number: 179: 63: 23: 4 : B :
Excellent ) Poor
Percent: 65 : 23: 8 ; 1 : 2 :

s
1
s
!

Nunber:232: 3!
Definitely
Percent: 83 : 12: 4 :-- :1

Numbep:217 : 21: 20:
Very Excitedly: o - Di
Percent: 78 : 8 : 7 :

Number 200: 51: 24:772:12':

“ Excellent T T T -Poor

Percent:72_:18 : 8 : 1 : 1 :

' Numbep: 238: 1h: 16: 4 4 Cr
Definitely Yes o defiﬁlfély NQT»
Perc%nt 86 :'5 6 : 1 : 1 i ’

SCHOOL

ari=l E_EENJ
 Number T

Percent

Pe“cent: f
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not want to go or were "on the fence."

Only about 10 percent of the Rockford parents thought the dis::ipiine
to be "poor" or rated the entire program "poor." Two hundred thirty—eight of
of the respondents said "Definitely Yes" to the rquestion, "Shnuld the pro=-
gram be cqnt:’;med?" Dnlyrfour‘ Persgns_said “Definitely Not,". ,A four other
peﬁdm checked the neubtral colurms,. | H -

There secemed to be 1ittle jdisagraemen'b among Rcekiard lparents as: to-

" who should cover 'the ccs'ts of the ?rcgram. Ni_.ﬁety-;-_l;ﬁq pefce?‘z';trf{said that
the school shculd payY. for 'bhe teacheﬂs- Nearly two—'bhirds ‘Ehéﬁghﬁ i--the -
"parents should pay the pupils' costs far food ard ladging, and that the o

_schoal shauld a.lao pay for supplies.r Ali bu‘bione cf the respondegts

_fthought the parents shculd provide spending mpney fo;‘thei“

'gaftggents' ’régeégt;iaﬁs o

{AFulToxt Provided by ERI
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TABLE III

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE TABULATION OF PARENT RESPONSES,
PARENT'S OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION
TAFT CAMPUS, SPRING 1971

= — = = T — e e e
= = = — — — — = ]

?%p_y_rng_g_ _NO

ITEM 15
Percent* Number ) Pe:f*c:enﬁ’=

1. rThe activities durlng the weégat the 262 a7.8 & o :2;2 R
outdoor school appealed to my child - ' R S et
largely because the emphasis was on ' ‘ I BRI
outdoor-activity rather than class- ’
room or indoor activity. e e I B

2. The experience helped to improve 180 ~ 87.% 26 ;
my =hild's Self ccnfldence. ' IR o

3., My child now appears’ to be better .83 . oooMB.L w87 .- 8349
acqualnted with 'his classroom R . s SRt ;" ;A»f S

' teacher than he was before the o T
experlence. : : A S T L

 vMy thld's relatlcnsh;ps w;th h157‘
mat: S appear"ta have be n :
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Table III -~ ccntinued

ITEM . REPLYING: YES REPLYING: NO _ |
’ : Number _ E’e:l:‘c:en‘i:fc Number Percen¥ :

12. My child now appears to be more 96 - | 48.0 lo4 - 52.0
~ concerned "about the feelings and - o
‘rights of other people'" than before.

13. _My'child's knowledge of 'good con- - . 174 -~ 77.3 .51 . . 22,9
_servation practices' appears to have o S o _ SRR
been lncreased as a rvesult of the - - o0 oo s s S
o ,, T © i S S

et
]
L
~J
L=
.

w

l4};,My Chlld'S knowledge af glac1al S 175 } ~70.9 . 52
' geology, fossils, and geologic = R RERE
ctime - seems to have- been 1ncreased.

l5.f~Tbe experiences dur;ng the week - 111 57.2 83 0 H2.B:
- .seem to have helped my child to , — o B i B
% “improve his use-of- the: 11brary and:

'reseafch mate lals. '

'chlld now . appears ta be ‘more. F-,flflsﬁi “ -<~;27;Sf;_},;;83uﬂ
aware of - the- prablems of aivvand . o e




Table III Continued

Based on your child's comments,
how would you rate the discipline
at the outdcor school?

To what extent would you endorse
" or recommend a presiden tegperlence
1ike this at an outdoor school’
- Fop- all children at some tlme
'-whlle in- schoel?

—TD what exteﬁt dld ycu ch;ld lcck”‘
forward to going to- the outiocr
Sch@él?

What rat;ng weuld ycu give to the
~total resident outdoor program?

1in your cplnlcn, shculd the prcgram
be co ntfnued?

:Check the,apprcprlate space t
. 'indiecate who you believe: shculd
“hear the éxpenses PElated To the

'resldeﬁt cutdcoﬁ educatlcn prcgram.g

Excellent : .. 7 Poor . -

jNumher: 207}”7
_Excellent ... oo P
- Percent:  75: 18: 7 iz~ : 1 i

 Definitely ¥es

Number:160: 72: 35: 5: 4 : ' :

Percent:® 58: 26: 13: 2 : 2

Number:239: 9: 1 : 3.+
Def;nltely. e s Net at-all
Percent 86 9':;@ S

26

* Nunber 241 2l . 12:
Very Exc;tedly '
Percent 87

Nunber:286 .

92

~-Percent:..




2h
Saven'baen percent of the prrents of ch:.ldren participating in the’

Tafb program quast:.oned the "discipline“ praeeﬂures ancl techniques, }m-l:.

" the overwhelming majority were bighly supportiv the pragram in i-bs ST

entiretyi Ninety—three parcént. Qf -bhem ;'atad 'bhe prcgram "excellent_ v
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gon cf Respnngee

Roankford versus Taft' aggari

Chi-square was. the statistical test applied to determine if what

*appeared to-be- d;fferenc%s in tha way in. whach Rockford parants responded
tQ specif;c cplnlonnaire items as compared t the way in Which Taft parents

respanaed Were real or signif;eart d_fferences. The resul ts cf this analyh 'ﬂ” L -

'jsis are set forth in- Tabla Iv.:

There was a differenee au

:the,way!in{whiéh'Rpckiori ﬁaré

parents responded on ? of the 21 items of P;rt'I of the op*nionnalre.
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TABLE IV
COMPARISON OF PARENT RESPONSES, ROCKFORD AND TAFT CAMPUS

SPRING, 1971; PARENTS' OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR
EDUCATION; CHI-SQUARE TEST FOR SIGNIFICANCE

: - 7 . . - ) Slg‘ ) ] )
ITEM - - - A o Chlssquaré ‘Level Direction .

1. The act1v;tles durlng the week at

" the outdoor schoolappealed to my T TR R o

child largely because the emphasis , . ' T

was on outdoor activity rather than : . o . U o
classraom or: 1ndocr act1v1ty.

2. 'The expef;ence helped to 1mprcve o o = ’ o S

: my ch;ld's self canfldence.- S : e I e ‘ ‘» ';:“;j”:

3{;:My chlld now appears tc be better 3.7 ' ,901? 7,.‘;A hlgher Percent

- acquainted with his~ classroom ST ... . 'age of Rockford .
“teacher than he was- befcre the : e F e o e parents replled.

”_experlence. TJYEﬁYV

VMy child's relatlcnshlps w1th hls iizif»7ﬁft“u:7',~;->”:
: mates appear tq'ha,e been af—i__;_5;: Sy
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Table IV --continued

“Sig.

v;;mprove ‘his use. of the llbrary
-and: research mater;als. :

chlld to

ITEM Chi-Square Level ‘Direction

11. This was my child's first time away 6.95 .01 A higher percent-
from home and parents (for mere SR ~age of Taft. L -
than one day and night). .parents replled-ﬂ

YES.: -

i2. My chlld now appears to be more - ’
concerned “about the feelings and :
rights,of cther,pecple" than before.

13. My child's knewledge cf “good con- _3,89f§lfq,';057;‘¢f'L A hlgherrpercén' C
servation practices" appears to I L age of ROCkaPi=‘°f"'
‘have been increased as a result S “;parenfs ::
of the week. V B '

b, My chlld's kncwledge of g1a81al , ,_,,13Q9,, .GQ;

_geoclogy, fossils, and gealcglc tlme - :
rgseems to have been 1ncreasad. i
'esiduring the week
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Table IV -- continued

Please regpcnd to the following items using
affords you the opportunity to indicate the

the ratlng scale provided. This scale:
degﬁee te which you react to each 1tam.
: Sig. .

Chi-square Lével Directign

ITEM

!l. To what.extent was your child’ preparea
by his teacher for his week cf resi-
dent: Qutdgcr .education?-
Very Well ggj;;}__;' th at a;l

2. Based on your child's comments, how
“would you rate the d;sclpl;n; at the
outdoor school?
Excellent ;:;a'

3. Ta What ext%nt wauld ycu endcrse opr

récommend: a resident experience llke”[
thisrat—an;Qutdoorgsghcél'fcr,all -
chlldren at “some. tlme whlle in: Schcol?

.Not at All
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Sex Differences

Tables V and VI ccn'bain tabulaticns a:t;' 't.he res bnses af Vp >‘(ents of
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TABLE V
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGB TABULATION OF PARENT RESPONSES

PARENTS' OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION,
BOYS, ROCKFCRD AND TAFT CAMPUS, SPRING, 1971

— S — — e — — — — — - - -
= = = — e — = — — —— - — —

ITEM - S _ Replying: YES Replylng o

Number 'ff:Pefésﬂt*" - Numberrl” Percent

1. The'activities during the week at 286 o 87.900 o ',Si'wp-'v 2.1
' :the” outdoor school appeal%d to my . . . ST T LT AR e e e
.¢child largely because the emphasis

was on outdoor activity rather L ) S . : :
than classroom or indoor actlv;ty., T U T e T e e

2.  The experience helped to. 1mprave ';'155H3 _Z"ngilf;f k:._vl§ _jr  !10;9ﬁ
my child's: self confidence . B e : - o R

'3;5"My child now appears to be better .88 . o B7.1 5[Q2$éf».5,_.gg,gJi:;;
: Vﬁacqualnted with -his classroom teacth L B TR At
’than he was befcre the experlance. 8

ook My chlld's rélatlanshlps Wlth hls A7 o78.8 0
"“:g'classmates appear to have been S AT

“affected in a’ pc51t1ve manner ‘as ‘a
'w,~result of the week : s

ERI!

VA FullToxt Provided by ERIC
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Table V -- continued

ITEM Replying: YES Replying: NO

Number Percent ¥  Number Percent ®

11.
12.
13.

14,

15,

a7

My child's knowledge of glacial = 174 . B9.2 21 110.8
- geology, fossils, and geologic ' ' o '
,tlme seems to havg bgan increased.

'ﬁMy Ghlld now- appears to be- more 'f':'l70 R A" T L 2046 -
‘aware -of the. problems: of air and V,{f R T T NSRS

-7 “water pollution than before he went T e R e e R
o tos the cutdcor schcol.;» T A B O D

This was my child's Ffirst time away 91 36.8 . .156 63.2

- from home and parents (for more than

one day and nlght)

My child now’ appears to be more 67 u2.7 90 57.3
concerned '‘about the feelings and :

';rlghts af ather people" than bef@re.

My child's knowledge of "good con- 162 83.1 33 6.9

‘servation practices' appears to have
- been ;ncreased as a result of the week.

‘,Thé experlenges durlhg tne week seem 81 52,86 73 u7-.4 -
. ooto have ‘helped my child to 1mprcve ' - ' T :
. ~his use of the llhrary and research

;maferlals.ﬂr'— . SRR

fTha week a“<th:”‘utdcar schoal SeemsﬂfléE:jS;'fté?@$;  75 ;w;27;fg;;51J3;271  Lo




Table V. -= continued

Please respond to the following items using the rating scale provided. This scale
affcrds you the cpportunlty to. Lndlcafe the degree to which you react to each 1tem.

1.

'Fprggram?   _? L ,b;,,,r "‘Percent.7 - 73: 20:‘»

“1In ycur Qp;nlcn, should tha'”",
7 prcgram be ccntlnued° o

”Chack the apprcPrlate spaces%:

To what extent was your child Number 156: 49 27: 1 19 .
prepared by his teacher for Very Well: : : : :  :Not at All
his week of resident outdoor Percent: 6# 20 11 [
education? -

Based on your - chlld's comments, Number: 153: 63: 25: ki U: ;
how would you rate the discipline’ Excellent: T F T G 1,000
at the outdoor school?  Percent: ’Sl"ESé ldf 2: 2

To whgt extent wculd you endorse Number: ?14 20 S1h: o 1: 1: ‘

" or recommend a resident experience Definitely: T i :th at all
like this at an outdoor school for Percent: 861 B;f,S;ff—. —: o
“all children at some time while o L :
in. school? : :

' To what extent did your child. . : Number-. : 208 25 11, 31
look - forward to- gc;ng ta the . ,Véry Excitedly: Sy ocox o ri 3z - wDidn't
”QutdOEE school: . = o : : ‘Percent: 8&:71027’42“ 1: —--iwant to

‘ . , L A AR g

—What ratlﬂg would you glve ~ . Number: 183: s1: 13.-\1;225:f;g1,f- R

" to the total resident outdoor ;Excallent' r'{>*‘=;;;3 ot fPoor o
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~ TABLE VI

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE TABULATION OF PARENT RESPONSES
PARENTS' OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION
GIRLS, ROCKFORD AND TAFT CAMPUS, SPRINGf 1971

ITEM - , , . Replying: YES Réplying:,vNO
_  Number _ Percent#® ~ Number ,;;J'Pergenf
1. The activities during the week o278 - %6.3 9 ' '3;1 o

at the outdoor school appealed

to my child largely because the
emphasis. was on outdoor activity
rather than classroom or indoor

»Vact;v;ty.
2. The experience helped to improve ' 188 ‘ 81.7 b2 , 'LSQS;'~
my ch;ld's self ccnfldence. , S
3. My éhlld now appears té be 116 . - . 55.0 85 45.0
"~ better acquainted with his : : IR S L
,;‘classrcom teacher than he was - ..
"before the exper;ence.~ :
u. My chlld's relatlcnshlps w;th S XL s C77.70 W i‘LV'.ZéiéA?b

"~ his classmates appear to have .
”;been affected in a positive .
:tmanner as a result Qf the week.;:

5, I believe that I have an ai%quate
'-Vunderstandlng of the reason the-

'f“aschagl prcv;ded;my chlld wi th th;s
~experience. ' s
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Table VI continued

ITEM Replying: YES  Replying: NO
i} . Number _Percent®  Number  Percent

11. This was my child's first time 107 35.9 191 ULl

' away from home and pavrents (for . . .. - ' ' ' E
more than one day or night).

12. My child now appears to be more 104 48.1 112 . 51.9
concerned “about the feelings
and rights of other pecple“ than

'before.

13. My chlld‘s kncwledge of “gcod con- 196 . 78.4 54 .o 21;61
servation practices" appears to have ' SR ' : : -
been lncreased as a result af the ‘week.

lu, My chlld‘s knawl;dge cf glaclal . 202 . 78.2 o SSQ r- - 20.8

: ‘geology; fossils, and geeclogic - : S , : .
- time, Se%ﬁs tc have ‘been increased.
15.- The experlences durlﬁg the week e r_liQ - 152;9 o ;'198, _» ,7‘47gl a 

‘,seem to have helped my child
.. to. improve hlS use of the llbrary
.~, and research materlals.:j"”

16, My chlld nﬂwiappears to be ‘more 'ft',;EDQ;;“Iﬂ;LQA??ésmfif;;fZSS[Li:;;;*:iu
S aware. of the problems of air. aﬁd T s PP -
~water: pcllutlcn than before he went

- tothe cutdgar'schoc1. 
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,uTab127VI,cantinued'

Please respond to the following items using
affords you the opportunity to indicate the

1.

To what extent was your child pre-
_ pared by his teacher for his week
of resident outdoor education?

Based on your child's comments
how would you pate the discipline
at the outdoor school?

To what extent would you endorse
or recommend a resident experi-
ence like this at an outdoor
school for all children at some
time while in school?

To what extent did yaup,;hild lé¢k
forward.: to going to the outdoor
“school? R '

,ﬁWhat—gating WGﬁldy¢q,giveWtc}fhe
. _total resident outdoor program? .

. In your opinion, should the =
" program be continuzd? -

Excellent:
‘Definitely: . : i %

Very

Excellent: .t i3l

. Percent?73:

the rating scale provided. This scale

degree to which you react to each item.

20: 5: Ea v
-t Not at all
to 2 o

Number: 216: :
Very Well: __: &
"Percent 7H! :

Number: 186: 7

Percent:  62: 2

é: ) '
. :Not at All
s .

Number: 257: 39:,;6'7

 Porcent: 8hk: 13:

ESOﬁjlaz‘Zl:

7?25

Number :
Excitedly: U
i o Percent,; 82;;7: 5:

‘f-ﬁgmberazgu;iué;.;




COMPARISON OF PARENT RESPQNSES BOYS VERSUS - GIRLS,
SPRING, 1971: PARENTS' OPINIONNAIRE: RESIDENT OUTDOOR
EDUCATION: CHI- SQUARE TEST FOR aIGNIFICANCE

Sig.

ITEM : : ' ' _ . Chi-Square Level = Direction
1. The a@thltleE durlng the week = o .-
at the outdoor school appealed '
to my schild largely- because the - )
emphasis was on outdoor activity o ‘ : L
rather than classroom or indoor . - - e e e
actlv;-(:y » - s - S
2, The experlence helped to lmprove my B _ 13;12 ”;Oéi A hlaher percentage
chlld's self ccnf;dence.-- : ... .. of parents of boys
S ' : ‘ : : rep;led,_fbs_ S
3. My child. now appears to be better - a - ' o ,,"ﬁr, - i : '7

acqualnted with his classroom ‘teacher
than he was. bafcre the experlence.g

4, My ch;Ld 8 Pelatlcﬂshlps with his PR TR L S
. classmates appear to have heen T S
affected in’'a pos;tlve manner as e

a ‘result- of the: week T

—funderétandlng éf thef ot
schoo; prcvlded'm »chlld w1th fhls

v\j.

ERIC’

A FullToxt Provided by ERIC
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Table VII -~ continued

ITEM - ' Chi-

) Sig.
Square Level

Direction

12.

13.

14,

A FulToxt Provided by Exic |3

This was my child's first'time'éwayr
from home and parents (for more than
cne day and nlght) :

My child now appears to be more cancerned

~ "gbout the feelings and rights of

other people than before.

My chlld's knswledge of "g@cd con--
servation practices' appears to have .

. been lncreased as. a result of thé weék.

rMy chlld's knawledge of glarlal . ,.8;06

geology, fa531ls, and geologic

'[tlme seems to. have béen 1ncraased.

zThe exper1Eﬁces durlng the week

seem to- ‘have belped my child to

”,]1mprave ‘his use of the 11brary and
‘;research materlalsﬂ : ,

7'5@My child now appears to be more ”p:::i*“
o -aware: of: therpréblems ‘of dir. and

water pollution than-before he
Went to the outdcc’ school.

.01

A higher percentage

of parents of boys

‘replled YES,,;‘m

\ hlgherrperc}ntag'




Table VII -~ continued

Please respond to the foll@Wlﬁg ltems u51ng the rat;ng scale prov1ded This scale

affords you the Qppartunlty to ;ndicate the degree to whlch you react to each item.
- 8ig.

ITEM o : Chlangare Level Dlrectlan

1. To what extent was your child
prepared by his teacher for his week
of resident outdoor education?

Very Well: __f__ﬁﬁ;}&;Fzg.th at all

2. Based on ‘your - child’s comments , : ‘ o -—
how would you rate the dlsclpllne : : e
at the outdoor: school?

'Excellent: ,,5__5w2 :’;55_5 Poor
3. ”Tc what extent would ycu endcree"" - L = ",'frtf'

or recommend a resident experience

-like this at an outdoor school for 7

all. children at- some. tlme whlle ine ol e S B

- 'school? - . : L e s T T
) Deflnl‘tely S d

Nc:v_t atall B T T S

To what extent dld your child look . 7.12 . ... . .01 A hlgher percentaga}f*wajf
forward tc gclng to theWoutdoor A,,,_“"','w B e F bovs
Véf‘y Excltedly N E__E_m _ D;Ldn't Want ';,EXCI EDLY
B N to gc . - . e P - - A:'V' e - .

f;fWhat ratlng would you glve tQ thev
'_}tatal res;dent outdoar'program? .
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Rockford Esyg;vsrsﬂs;Taft‘Egys*

Number and psrcsntsgs tabulations of fhs responses of tns parsnts
of boys attending Rockford and Tsft campus are shown in Tabls VTII to
snsbls rssders +o make camparissns bstwssn “+tha tWQ prsgrsms ag psrcsivsd
by ths parents of boys, Gsnsrsliy, the dlffsrsnces were sim;lisr to-
those discussed prswicusly (Table IV.) | '

Ons hundrsd twsnty repllss were rscsivsd from'psrents sf Rorkfard
,boys snd 135 were rssslvsd frsm psrsﬂts sf Taft boys.r Sigrsflcant dif— f
fsrsncss ( DE or grsatsr) were. nstsd on ieur ltsms in. ‘Part: I, cﬂ itsm
. No. L of Psrt II, ‘and in the case of e sf ths sxpsnss cstsgarlss. { ]:.}~
1. A s;gnlfissntly ( 001) highsr psrcsntags g£ Tsft psrents thsn

- .- Roeckford parents ssld thst thslr sens' stt'tuds wss,“msrsly a
”f:wssk of fun.‘ ,*:* : T e :

»5251;Rockfcrd bsys wsrs psrss;vsd by thsir psrsnts to ,msrs in thsfi?fff
. areas of geolagy, msthemstlss and in thsir sttituds,tsward S
i han Taft bo , - - ,
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these two groups of parents of girls perceived the programs:

1. A slgnlflga,ﬂtly higher percentage of the Rockford respondents,
as compared to Taft respondents, perceived their daughber to
be better acquainted with her claassyoom teacher than before the
experience (.OL level of canf:i.denca) .

2, More Rockford girlas than Taft g,irls ‘talked freely about their
expaa&enceg and had bet ar relationships with their teacher as a
result of t.he e:z:perle:meg ,

3. Roekford girls gamed more (aecording to their parents) from
thelr studies of geclcﬁ'y and weather ﬁhan Taf b f“irls, '

he Only a few (seven) of the Rockford parants perceived their -
daughters! attitude toward the week as 'merely a weak of fun"
as conbrasted t.o 93 ‘of tha Taft param:sg
There snemed ta ba little c.i‘ffer-enca m t-ba wa.y 11:1 which the twa
grou.ps of parenba respomied to 'th i’ﬁer*s Qf Par'l:. TI Jn %he opim_oﬂnaifa. e .
*E‘xcept;:.ons re‘l.at.ed to the extent to whleh ‘bhe child 1acuced fcrward to

:going (.01) aﬁd "Shculd the program be caﬁ&inuéd" ( 05). larger

“‘T}g:i.rls were oppcsad to the conblr'uat: on’ of t.he

: - program or 1mdecicled tba.n oi‘ ‘Lhe Teft par@nts Qf girls ( 95 ‘

o case, hcwexrer,,_r_ fhey represent.ed onl y»_a sma;
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teachers;, and :E‘am.’L;r, Some writers have conténcled that improved social
relata.cnsh-j.pﬁ' are the major justificatlon for the resident expenenca.s‘l
" In other programs, lesag abbteation is givan to soc*:;al relaticshlpsp
emphasis being placsd on ce;gnltlve or attltgdlnal eutc::mesa_ In such
programns, the focus is c:nr e:m:l.rcnmantal undevs tan imgs and in developing
interests and attitudes abmﬂ. one's environment . |

Six items on the Parenta® C!piniorm ire: Reside,nt. Outdoor Educ.ationr

relate to social relaticnslﬁp outcomes , a;nc‘. eight items relalte to cogni=
"E-iva and attitudina:!.',,émtcsmés; fI‘hé’s_e items and the responses of the
paren%s ave pravlded in Table X. |

Scﬂial rela‘blcnshl: 8 ltems..r The -%cc:Lal reiaticnsh;p :1.Le_m heﬂaivj.ng'

the }‘iighest nui%..e?‘ of "Yes w. r@spcnses was"  - "H;vf child‘s relablehslps

WJ.'I:I" hlS classmates appeat' t.o bava been :['fef'ted 1;1 ar pa&i‘t ;va;mannar as 5

rasu;t c the we.ek.;. _v'r Mm:e fhan half af the perscns rech:nS:.ng t.c:s. t.ha _g_f'; e

,:,cpm;ctmaat'e saa.d tha'l' ‘uhey had nmbed a pcsa.tive effec‘b z_n 'bhis ra,;,ard;

Cr;ly a small ;nﬁl‘uﬂie‘ﬁﬁ CBg .ffth 560 1‘3513,

Qn 'Lhe avemge 5 E‘zi‘ b}f-e:;gh‘b pe'




;TABL§i§

COMPARISON OF PARENT RESPONSES ON SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS ITFHS
AND COGNITIVE OR ATTITUDIONAL ITEMS, PARENTS! O?INIONNAIRE
RDCKFQRD AND. TAFT

SPRING 1971

RESIDENT OUTDOOR EDUCATION:

I.

Social Relationship Items

3.

“been: affected'

My . éh;ld now appeérs to. be

better acqua;nted w1th his
classrcom teacher than he

- was before the experience..

My child's feiatiénships with
his. ¢lassmates . appear to. have -

I notlced a pos;tlve change

dn my chlld's manners: fellew;ng
,the week at- the autdaar'schccl.,

h
Ed

fRQéKfDRﬁ_‘  TAFT_CAMPUS. o

121 65.4 64 34.6. 83 U6.1 97 - 53.9

L/t | —

P
B
Jo
L

.
i

151 .78.6 w1 21.4 18O 77.3 w1 2207

7 ‘a positive . .
*manner as a result afrthe week.,;A

9% 414 13358,6 75 3u.h 143 65.6
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_Tsble 4 ~- vontinued

ROCKFORD . TAFT CAMPUS
Yes No Yes Ne
o Mo, %" No % No. ., % No. %

1%. My child's knowledge of glacial 201 80.1 22 19.9 175 70,9 52 29.l
geclogy, fossils, and geologic
time seems to have been increased.

15. The experiences during the week seem 80 7.6 . 88 52.4 111 37.2 83 u42.8
to have helped my child to improve '
his uze of the library and research
materials.

16, My child now appears to more aware 184 79 4% 21.0 186 77.8 83 22.2
of the procbelms of air and water
pollution than hefore he went to the
outdoor school.,

17. The week at the outdoor school seems 193 83.9 37 16.1 192 78.7 52 21.3
to have increased my child's in-
terest and knowledge in science.

18. The week appears to have increased 66 86.9 113 63.1 62 30.2 143 63.8
my child's interest and kunowledge
in mathematics.

19. My child appears to have enjoyed 222 94,1 14 5,9 203 B4,7 37 15.3
and profited from his study of the
weather at the outdeoor school.

20. the expereinces at the outdoor 139 70.2 59 29.R 117 56.5 S0 u3.5
schocl appear to have affected :
my child's attitude toward school
in a positive way.

TOTAL: 1269 75.34418 24.8 122C 67.4 591 32.6

Mean 159 ‘52 153. 74

— e e ———— — - it mana —

—— — p— sp——— = = - Fo T =1
— == = = e e = o e ———

%Peprcentages in this table based
only upon the total number respond-
ing either affirmatively or
negatively to the item.




55
from the Taft parents., This "apparent differenc=" did not hold up when
Chi-square was applied to test for significance.

Cognitive or Attitudinal Items. More parents of Rockford children

replied "Yes" to the item dealing with "weather™ than to any other of the
items in this category. (See TableX.) Only a few of the respondents
replied "No." Other items that elicited a high number of "Yes" responses
from Rockford parents were related to conservation, geology, air and water
pollution, and knowledge and interest in science. Taft parents also gave
a high percentage of "Yes" responses to these same items. In both cases,
the item dealing with mathematics received the lowest number of "Yes"
responses of all the items in this category.

‘ Although the pereentage of "“ﬁs" rcspoﬂses wag cansistently lower -
frém the Taft parents than frcm the Rockfard ﬁarents, there was one ex;

ceptlon; This was with respect tc the item dealing with the u=e cf the
library and resegrgh materialsi

&

Comparisons, The responding parents replied "Yes" to a substantially

and a significantly higher percentage of the coguitive ltems than to the
social relationships items (Chiﬁéquare level of significance: ,LOOLl).

n the average, 105 Rockford parents and 94 Taft parents replied affirmative
to each social relationships item; as compared to 159 and 153 respectively
for each of the cognitive items.

Rockford parents repliesd "Yes" to a significantly higher percentage
of the cognitive or attitudinal items than did Taft parents (Ghi;square
level of significance: ,00L). There was no significant difference in the
way in whieh Rockford parents responded to the social relationships i@ems

as compared to the way the Taft parents responded to these same items,

59.
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A comparison of the "Yes" responses of Rockford parents with those
of Taft parents on the total of the items in tho two categories (social
relationships and cognitive or attitudinal) reveals that the Rosckford
parents respondad affirmatively with greater frequency than did the parents

of the children attending Teft (Chi-square level of significance: JOL).

Parents Comment

Space was provided on the Parents Opinionnaire: Resident Outdoor

Education for the parents to provide (1) additional comments dealing with
the outcomes of the resident experience, and (2} suggestiors fo improve the
programs, The comments and suggestions that were received are listed in

Appendices A and B respectively.

Adgditicnal Bomments. The comment most often received was "He enjoyed
the expericnce very much," Nearly all the comments that parents provided
are positive and indicative of a high degree of enthusiasm for the two
programs., They relate to all outcome categeries ;.sacial, affective and
cognitive,

Parents commenting negatively refer to budget deficits, use of school
time for such experiences, and the belief that they are
time for such experiences, and the belief that they are really family
responsibilities=,

Suggestions for improvement, The parents made a large number of suge

gestiong to improve the two resident programs (Appendix gg) Although more
than 4O parents wrote, "It's great the way it is.", other suggestions "flag"
weaknesses and areas of parental concern, These deal mostly with curricular
matters, use of pupil time, and teacher interest in the children. Other sug:
gestions deal with facilities, plamning, and scheduling, Several of the Taft
parents expressed concern, even disapproval, at the relationships that devel.op-

ed between their child and the miversity students with whom they worked.

L0



CHAPTER III
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This study was underteken to:

1. determine what parents perceive to be the values and outcomes
of a resident outdoor education program;

2, ascertain whom parents think should assume flnancial respon-
sibility for selected aspects of the resident program;

3, learn whether or not parents endorse the continuvation of the
resident program; and

li provide parents an opportunity to make suggestions to lmprove
the program of resident outdoor education,

The retum of 566 opinionnaires from 1,400 distributed left something
to be desired, and a fb%lcw—up might have increased this number, However,
this number of returned opinionnaires was believed sufficient to provide a
reasonable indication of the parents! pereeptions, opinions and atbtitudes.

The data in this stu&y seemg to support the following conclusions
regarding differences between boys andlgirls as pereelved by parents:

1, The resident outdoor education program enhanced the boys®
sel f~confidence more than girls, (,001 level of confidence)

2, Boys learned more about glacial geology, fosgils and
geologic time then girls. (,0L level of confidence)

3, Girls learned more about weather than boys (.0l level of
confidence), bub boys' interest and knowledge of science was
increased to a greater degree than girls". (.05 level of
confidence) '

L. The experience helped to improve the'g;rlal attitude toward
school in a positive way more than boys. (.00 level of
confidence) _

5e Boys percelved thte resident experience to be "morely a week
of fun" move frequently than girls, (.01 level of confidence)

6s Nearlyiéll pupils looked forward with keen anticlpation to the
week of resident experience, but boys more so than girls,
(01 level of confidence)
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The data also seems to support the following general conclusicus:

L.

24

3

Lo
5e

P

Te

Fe

10,

Boys and girls relationships with classmates appear to have
been affected in a positive manner,

Both sexes looked forward to and ‘enjoyed the week becanse the
emphasis was on outdoor activity rather than classroom activity.
Responses did not support the belief that most pupils g € to

know their classroom teacher better as a result of the experience.
Childrens' manners did not improve as a result of the experience.
Parents did not perceive that children had developed a new apw

preciation and understanding of their owm familye.

Only a few pupils identified a new hobby or interest which they
continued to pursue subseguent to the week's expericnces

Less than one-half of the pupils appeared to be more concerned
about the "feelings and rights of other people' as a result of
the week.

, Generally, the pupils increased their knowledge of ''good con-

servation practices," and became more aware of problems of
air and water pollution,

Although a substantial number of the pupils improved their skills
in the use of library and research materials, a emaller nunber
increased their interest and knowledge of mathematics.

Parents knew why the school provided the resident program and
believed that teachers adequated prepared the pupils for the
experiencea

. The parents were generally satisfied with the methods and

techniques of discipline used by teachers during the week.

Nearly all of the parents cndorsed the resident program and in-
dicated that a similar experience should be provided all children,

Parents believe that lodging and food should be raid by parents,
and the school disitrict should pay instructional costs. Spending
money for pupils is the responsibility of parents. Most parents
believe that the school should provide transportation +to and from
the outdpor school,

Based on the data provided in this study the following recommendations

appear to be appropriate:

1, Duplicate the study and increase the percentage of returns by

providing a follow-up on vnreturned opinionnaires.

5o



2,

3e

Le

De

7o

Fe

10,

59

Duplicate the study, but ask pupils who participated in the
resident experience to react to an opinionnaire and corrclate
the data,

Children who lack in self-confidence might benefit from a week

of residert outdoor education sponsored by the school or other
agency and should be provided opportunities to participate in
such programs.

A week of resident outdoor education should be provided for those.

pupils with negative attitudes toward the school and teachers.

Teachers, administrators and outdoor school personnel should in-
crease their efforts +o help pupils understand that the week of
resident outdoor education is "ot merely & week of fun," but

an opportunity to continue one's education in a different environment

Teachers, administrators and outdoor schocl personnel need to re--
cognize more fully parental concern about the achievement of cog-
nitive goals as well as of soedal godls.

Since pupils enjoyed the week because of emphasis on cutdeor
activity, teachers and administrators might revise their approaches
to the teaching~learning process so as to include more outdoor

and field activitye.

If an objective of the week is for teechers and pupils to "get
o know each other better," than it should be programmed to
occur rather than to assume that it will naturally happen.”

Tf these data are velid and reliable and that ninety-five
percent of the parents do, in fact, endorse and suppeort the
program and believe that all children should be provided a

week of resident outioor education at some time while in school,
this should be made known and this information distributed on-a
broad base to school boards and administrators with encourage-
ment to develop similar programs as a component of each
district's total educational effort.

Tf the above recommendation (No. 9) is valid, Northern Illinois
University, through its Depariment of Outdoor Teacher Education
should help to provide advisory assistance to school perscnnel
in developing and administering these programse.

o
o



APPENDIX &

PARENT RESPONSES TO THE ITEM:
Additional Conments Dealing With What You Believe Your Child
Gained During His Week at The Outdoor School
Rockford Parent Hesponses

Taft Parent Responscs

o))
[y
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ADDITIONAT, COMMENTS PROVIDED BY ROCKFORD PARENTS

The axﬁerience helped her to be more independent. (8)
He enjoyed the experience very much, (26)

T+ helped him to learn to get along with cther people and be disciplined
by someonc else, rather than a parent in a 2], hour living situation. (3)

Being made responsible for certain assigned tasks helped him.

He was very impressed with the "field math," cook outs and experiments
with foods.

Found out learning can be mixed with funa, (2)
He enjoyed the study ol weather very muche

Living with many others in his age group wad beneficial., He realized
how a few can spoil things for a group. (3)

Enjoyed being treated as an "glmost adulta"

She was surprised how other children from other areas velue materiel

property, such as bathroom, books, and other people's belongings.
Tt gave her a picture of other income brackets,

Our child gained a much more positive attitude in her preparation
and general outlook., She was very eager to learn 2ll that was
to be learned and experienced.

She Leamed that the outdoors is fun and a wonderful place to share
with otpers, Her whole outlook definitely has improved.

Gave her a better understanding of what God has given us and we should
appreciate the works of God instead of material things,

A deeper appreciation and understanding of conservation.
It is mexely an experience; I do not think it equals a week in the classrcom .

njoyed living away from home for a period of time with friends in an
wwwsual educational setting. (3)

The experience of young people being together is helpful in the relaxed
manner of an outdnor classroom, (2 :

Learned o share in the responsibility of table setting and dorm cleaning, et
L 4

\E
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY ROCKFORD PARENTS (Continued)

Nothing, all the items listed above are normal behavior in our houe,

We do not feel that in five days you can give a child self-confidence
or good manners =- rather it is a 1@ng term thing done in the home,

W;th the Rcckford schaal System operat:ng at & 3 nglllcn dollhr duf131t§

It is always good for a child to learn to get along awey from his family,.
Got to know his classmates much better, (3)

Learned better table manners. (2) |

My child gnined in self-discipline duwing her week at Atwood.

Appreciates and identifies more with nature and its wonders, (3)

Was greatly impressed with the knowledge learned with a great "exeitement?
and enjoyment.

Gained a relationship with teachers and studonts outside the msual
regimented classroom atmosphere, They were more free to rc¢ ax and
enjoy each other and nature, (2)

She learned a lot of things that an inexperienced person could not tell her
aboul, *

It gave him a chance to participate and cooperate in something other than
with just friends, relatives, or their own groups and cluvbs,

Learned that it was necessary to work together and pitch in and help to
to get things done. (3)

Made new friends,

Enjoyed 1iving with her teachers and classmates. (3)

Lovad boing outdoors,

Benefited from being free from the normsl classroom competition,

He galned a tremendous amount of respect, mannerism, sharing, and the
ability to help others, too. Learned how important it is to be
physieally fit. :

He is much more aware of other students? feelings after 1iving closd
together for the week, (2)
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY ROCKFORD PARENTS (Continued)

Tained a greater kaowledge of the outdoors,
Learned that diseipline is important in this type of situation,

A large amount of self confidence and general enthusiasm for the school
progran.

A sens2 of recponsibility and maturity,

Made him awvare of other living things,

An appreciation of the foods gerved at home,

An awareness of other peoplefs trip experiences,

Pound that bheing away from home wan't as bad as she thought it wculd be,
She was further stimulated in the areas of science arnd habbies,

Being the youngest child among six, she gained from learning that everyone
has chores and responsibilities,

Eiving away from home and all being treated as equal is excellent,
It is hard ‘o see change in only one week.

Our child now appreciates her home situation better and sees her classmates
in a different light,

She wderstands people better through living, working and playing with them.
My child gained an gpprecistion of history, and a skill at using the compass,

A most rewarding experisnce that gave him more confidence in himself and
more concern: for his fellow beings.

Just by participating he was given experiences he will remember Ffavorably
" for all his life,

It was goed for my child to get away from his normal envircnment, I féel
he appreciates home moxe now even if it isnit a real visible change.

She adjusted very weil, which pleased us because she is very immature and
shebored hy as .,
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ADDITIONAT, COMMENTS PRCVIDED BY ROCKFORD PARRNTS (Continued)

Learned how to get along with other children from other environments.
g

She felt badly that the teachers did not want to spend the night with
them, which changed her attitude a little,

Leavned to appreciate things more,

It was a different kind of schocol and she seemed to be interested in
Learning things there mere,

A good attitude toward different types of teachers was gained,

T don't think it increased her interest in the out-of-doors becauwse what
they learned could have been learned imside the classroom,

Overcame hic fear of golng,

Was able to see how other children bzhaved togethevr for a long period
of time, not just the six hour they are in school,

Appreciated having & blind person evaluate the trial they made for
blind peoples
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS FROVIDED BY TAFT PARENTS

He enjoyed his week very much, (1h)
It was just a chance to be away from home and school, rules nnd work,

Our child's knowledge of science increased.

He gained a sincere appreciation of out-doo. -exgeriences.(2)

She learned a great deal about nature and how to use various instruments
dealing with weather, etc. (2),

He had a muck greater understanding of how serious woter pollution really is.
My child had very good relations with interesting and exciting teachers. (5)
Learned how to get along with different groups of people. (L)

My daughter learned many things, while enjoying her teachers very much,
which makes us all appreciate her first camp experience. (2),

His interest in nature increased, Learming to work together in a group
on different projects gave him greater @xelf confidence.

This gave him an opportunity to bs responsible for himself without
parental watching, (2)

Ttts difficult to determine exactly and to what degree knowledge ard
attitudes were affecteds The anticipation and fund raising activities
were probably of value.

He ia more self ccnfident snd more interested in his work at school,
He learned to identify birds, how to call and band them, ete. Under-
atands more about the outdoors,

I belleve he learned that educational growth is more than sltting in a
classroom with books, He has learned to be alert wiile out of doors.
And that "Mother Nature! has so much to teach us if only we pay a
1ittle attention to her. -

I feel that he has learned more than being in school all year, His attitude
is much better in school than before.

Ho learned some of the history of the early inhabitants and settlers
of this part of the countiy,



6

T

ADDTTTIONAL COMMENTS PROVIDED BY TAFT PARFNTS (Continved)

She gained mord@ self confidence from being away from homee. (L)

Tearned more about the Rock river country and its history by being there,
than a book could have taught.

Very close friendships were made, and a bebter understanding of nature
was gained,

Tt did my child some good just to get away for a few days with good
supervision, and friends,

It provided many opportunities fer children they don't get in a regular
classroania

Helped him realizce the great need to pyserwve and care for these wocded
areas, animals, birds and all for pecplc o see and enjoy,

She leamed much more abkoutl the kids in her class and found that the
restless boys were "fine! out cf doorse
He gained more independence from being eway from home. (L)

Loarnad that school work and fun can go together,

He gajned better understanding of school and the teacher, He under-
stands girls better too,.

She learned that teachers can also be friends and those friendships can growe
She enjoyed very much the counselors help and ccmpanionshipg (2)

He gained a2 greater love of the Glt-@f;dDOrSa

Sha learned mnore when it was fun and adventuresome like this experience,

Spend more time outside -~ his teachers weren'!t active enough, they
spent too much time indocrs.

Learmed mere in the way of caring for himself,
Gained a bhetter appreciation of his home and parents.

He seemed to enjoy the soc¢ial activities, hawever‘ I notice no permanent
i i
gain,

The experzévce.braadéﬁed his outlook on his teachers, strangers, classmates
and friends and life in general, It was to his advantage to learrm that
Mom and Dad are not the only ones with rules, refulations, respon-
sipilidties and rights,.:

o Hy’son ga;ned.a better undérsuandlng of ecology, and how to live together
[1{“:‘ with a STGUP and bEiﬁg grﬁwn—un away from hama. o »
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ADDITIONAT COMMENTS PROVIDED BY TART PARENTS (Continned)

Felt he became more aweye of social contact outside the home in a more
prolonged period than normally expericneed, Outdoor life was enhanced
hy the program and new set of values and viewpoint certainly was a
rlus in his childhood that whill remain with him always.

He seemed quite impressed with the fact that a Mrs Uno from Jepan was
there, This was a greab experience for hin in the ares of communication.

He benefited from his stay, both sodally aud academicalliy,
He learned bto use tools in the craft shop,

Gained a 1ittle knowledge of wildlife. He seems %o get along bettar
with his friends.

It was great for my dauzhter to experience the "feel", "smell, and just

be survounded in this way by nainre. Seo many children today do not get
this opportunity.

He 1e now very interested in pollution and I think the program definitely 1
shouid be continued.

She enjoyed very much working with the student teachers. 7

She enjoyed very much working with her classmates in the cut-of-doors.

Values gpined were similar to those he gained at Scout camp.
Children behaved betber in the outdoor resident program than they did 9
in the classrocm, provided a better learning atmosphere, and individual ]
resowrcefulness was Increased. i

b5 1
4
3
é
4
4
4
=
E

Aroused grealer interests in nature such as rocks, trees, and especially
animals, Also got interested in other people's personal lives,

1t wac both an eduvcational and enjoyable experience for hers (3)

Gave ber a chance to know each other better and related to cne another
through new experiences and understanding.

Had & 1ot of fun with his classroom teacher,
Learred many outdoor experiences not taught in the normal classroom.
She was especially pleased with the relationship she had with her teachers. (L)

Gained betier understanding of her surroundings and learned to accept
reapors ibilityhe

She ga:fméd more knowle dge of the plant life and out~of-doors in genexal,
Q ' ST e : - ' .
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ADDITTONAL COMMENTS PROVIDED BY TAFT PARENTS {Continued)
She enjoyed the student teachers and gained the nature study she would not
have ordinarily have gobtten just from the classroom.
Sha learned how to ook out for herself, (2)
She made a lot of new friends,.
He learned how to pick up aftor himself.
She discovered that learndng isn't limited to five hours in the classroom.

She learned to live with other children of her own age, to share, and
diseipline from her teachers,

The week away from home doesn't seemed to have changed my child much but
he enjoyed it,

Her interests in animls and birds has increased,
She learmed especially to have fun with her teachers as friends,.

My child has had an excellent start in much of the material covered in
her school clasges,

Got much of the individuwal atiention he needs very much., Found that
leaming things can be fun too.

Gained the social adeguacy not gained in a classroom atmosphere.

Gained a love of nature and oubside aetivities.

Has become more independent. (2)

Learmed to be more respcnsibles

He was exposed to many arcas of science ho was unfamiliar withe.

An appreciation of nature {that cammot come from boéksa L
Gained from a sharing of experiences and 1:"W‘mg together in the dormiﬁcrya

The experience provided personal benefits, social benefits_, and academic growth
Learned hcm tc share sleeping, shower and bath facilities with others,

Is more concerned about pollution and more appreeiative of the outdoors,

Learned more about the wov id of nat.ure and about people,

Was great far him te be able to attend 2 collage a‘tmcsphere ani learn how
important conservation really is, :

"‘ﬂ”“'a:.n.ly ga"_ned awarencss Qf ru.s total anﬁranment not streased before;
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APPENDIX B
PARENT RESFONSES TO THE ITEM:

Your Suggestions For Improving or Changing the Program
In Which Your Child Participated

Rockford Parent Responges

Taft Parent Responses
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BUGCGESTICHNS FOR IMPROVEMENT FROVIDED BY ROCKFORD PARENTS

Special education children should be sent befors normal children because
they get more out of it.

The children should be permitted to follow the schedule they prepare in
class as much as pogsible. My child's class s schedule was changed
consideraviy when they got to Atwood,

An improvement in scholastic caﬂtent is needed = butb perhapq the main
emphasis is on living with theilr peers,

The program is well pianned the way it is. (15)
Parents who can afford thc expenses should pay unless the school system
can fully support it but children from lower economic situations should

not be denied the experience.

Pogsibly the program should he run only in months when the weather allows
assurance of reaching the notential of bthe program, (6)

My daughter didn't like & lot of the food, and this is unuszual,
The cost should bs leveled out %o one's income, so evoeryone could go.
More time allotted for schools and interested parents,.

Need a new cveluation sheet -~ all the questions lead us and offre
no chance to a real responie.

The program should be run a whole week, My daughter only had two days of
this fine program. (2)

t should be on an all or nothing basis - if all the class can't go, then
no one should go.

Should be continued! (11)
Better ventiialtion in the dorms : fans shau%d not blow directly on the children
Maks it posscible for all children to atlend. (22)

tter meals even if the parents have to pay for them.

Better supervision -~ the child that bit my child should not have been
Parm1tteé to attend the entire weeke.

Less ctostly to parents, so more children can go. (L)

More follow-up when they get back to schoole

Q
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SUGGESTIONS TQR TMPROVEMENT PROVIDED BY ROCKFORD PARENTS (Continued)
More definite group projects - maybe the children couid divide up before
getting to the camp as Lo what project they would like to work cn,

The program should totally be funded by our educational taxes so that
all children can attend.

The parents should go see the camp before the child goes to promote this
type of education,

The menu could bs improved upon. {3

Perhaps 6:20 would be a more realistic awakening tims.

If the ehild should want to call home he should ke allowed to do 80
They shavld do more things bogether rather than in their small groups.
Have more art and other things %o do ia their free tinme,

They should all have the chance to cook Gﬁé meal with claassmates.
There should be more food.

Building shculd te equipped with a plaee for the children to dry thsir
elothing in the winter months.

The leaders sheould insist that the children write home as part of English
and gyrammar olass,

Have the student attend more than once, at different seasons of the year.

Perhaps seme typz of preparatory course for regular classrcom teachers
would be helpful,

Maybe the PM could help with the finsnces so the parents don't get tired
of these selling projects.

~ The ehildren should eamn part of the money required for the trip by selling
;andy, christmas cards or other such items, This would Elve them a
lesson in selling plus the responsibility of saving money,

Make it available foy Sth, 6th, 7th and Bth graders.

Perhaps Local agencias could help out in the cogt for needy families,
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SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT PROVIDED BY ROCKFORD PARENTS (Continued)

I feel that every child should have a week a year at the outdoor school to
supplement his indoor school work. The food seemed to be the only
complaiadt,.

Perhaps an earlier bedtime for hith and 5th graders is needed.

Possible mistakes in table mamners should be brought up to a chlild alone
and not in front of all the other children at the dinner table.

In instances where the parents camnot afford to foot the bill, the tax-
payers should pick up the tab go no child is denied this valuable
experieunce,

Increase the length of the evening activities,

Rockford schools should be assured of reservations befors any other schools,

I think it was the most worthwhile educational experience & child can have,

More supervision so things do not get stolena

Inform the paremts about what the program consists of and what the
children would be accomplishing during their week at the outdoor center,

Too much hiking is done,
They should stay longer than 2 days, (2)
Continue into widdle schools.

Woul.d be great if there could be a follow up week for the dildren only
at a different time of year,

Stricter discipline of the childmran who miabehave,
Keep to basic meals. Children of this age do not like "new'" foods,

More smijles needed =-- less serdous counselors = less formal mealse.

- 76



73

SUGGESTIONS I'OR IMPROVEMENT PROVIDED BY TAFT PARENTS

It is just great the way it is. Continue itl (27)

Tt would have been better had the children gone in early Fall or in
the Spring, rather than winter months, (6)

It would be better to make meals that the majority of children would eat.
Also a bedtime snack was promised and was not given to the children, -
Those who do not like supper should have the opportunity to eat some~
thing later before going to bed,

Perhaps more disecipline in regards to gebtting to sleep. (L)

Make it available so that each year, all students can spend a week at
an establishment like Lorado Taft Field Campus,

Make 1t available to more children, (6)

Whens two different schools are in attendance at the game time, there
should be more activities that they do together, so they learn how to
get along with others and how to make new friends.

It's a good idea for the students to have projects which raise the money
for food and lodging to make it easier on both the school and parents,

More hot water for showers.
Maybe you should ask the teachers this question.
To let the children that can't afford it to be seni by the school.

The program should be extended to at least a week so the children do
not spend a largg part of the time travelling to and from,.

Have them go to bed earlier.

Should gllow more than one dollar spending money and let the child keep
it to spend the way he determines,

More interest is needed cn tha part of student teaehars,

Less emphasis on the “average ¢hild," The speech made ta the parents
initiating the program should not be so concentrated on "how good the
food is," this is not what 1s most important to tha parents.

Better management ia needed WIth their perscnal clothing 8o that things
do not get loat,.

Q
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SUGG ESTIFNé FOR IMPROVEMENT PROVIDED BY TAFT PARENTS (Gantlnucd)

Make the food hotter.,

Panty raids on sixth grade girls is badj; possibly more discipline is
needed,

Would have preferred more outdoor activities rather than scheduled

I don't think the parents should be demanded to pay $25,00 for a L
Cay trip.

I don't think the children should be allowed out during an electrical
storm. Mine was,

I fael it wouvld be wmore meaniungftil Lo:.the <hild, if;, through class or
gchool or home activiiies, he earned his own way to the program.
I feel this would aid in giving him a sense of self esteem to be
able to lLeave home on his own merit, and under his own powel,

The only nregative thing about it was that a few had to miss out on the
experience because thers were too many children who wanted to g0,

More information on ecology and animals.

Wish they could learn more about enviromment and ecology - interdependence
of animals and planus, nature's methods of reproducing energy,
cleansing the air, water, ebtec,

Do not 1imit the number attending from a particular schaal make it avall-
able to all that wish to attend,

Should be expanded to a full 6 or more days, even at additional expense
to the parents, (2)

Too mich time was wasted walting for thelr counselors to pick them up
bafore each activity, allowing them only half the time needed to do
things. Too much tims in dorm waitlng,

It would help if children were allowsd to call home once or twice during
the.week. :

Most of my son'’s pictures were of teachers in bathing suita. He is rather
young for such a strong intsrest. vPerhaps something could be done
about the dresa, :

More respgnsgb1lity sculd bé given the chlldra

More attention to accidents. My ehild!s cut 1eg‘ﬁe§déd‘stiches, but only
‘ nursed. S - - T L o
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